
 
Lo and Behold - Program Note 

Lo and Behold explores what it means to be soft, loud, and seemingly everything in-
between on one of my favorite instruments, the bass drum. 

As a composer I have always had an obsession with the bass drum due to its incredible 
depth and versatility. However I have often found that the bass drum typically serves a 
supporting and perhaps even background role in most music. Therefore by bringing it 
into the spotlight, I hope to feature the instrument in all of its glory, but also at the 
same time explore a very fundamental yet subjective feature of music - what is soft and 
what is loud? Therefore since the instrument sounds so radically different when played 
at extreme dynamic levels, the work is structured in a two-tiered fashion that 
demonstrates the severe contrast in sonic quality when played at such different 
dynamic levels. 

Lo and Behold was commissioned by West Chester University for Ralph Sorrentino, and 
written in the fall of 2016 in New Haven, CT.


